International Civil Society Organizations Reject Stigmatizing Claims against the
Humanitarian Caravan to Cañón del Micay in Argelia, Cauca department

Bogotá, November 5, 2020. The international civil society organizations signed onto this
statement denounce and warn of the life-threatening risks against the social leaders and human
rights defenders that organized the Humanitarian Caravan to Cañón del Micay. The work of these
social movements and the lives of these individuals are at risk due to the stigmatizing declarations
of Emilio Archila, Presidential Counsellor for Stabilization and Consolidation, in which he refers to
their actions as "pure politicking" from sectors that "use violent acts to continue dividing
Colombians.”1
The Humanitarian Caravan, which took place between October 29 and November 2, is a legitimate
civil society activity. According to its organizers, the Humanitarian Caravan seeks to raise
awareness of and reject the violence experienced by Campesino, Afro-Colombian and Indigenous
communities from Cañón del Micay, a region located between the municipalities of Argelia and El
Tambo in the Cauca department. In April 2020, there was a massive forced displacement of Black
and Campesino communities from Cañón del Micay, a consequence of threats to social leaders and
the assassination of several members of the social organization Afrorenace, which forms part of the
National Agrarian Coordinator (Coordinador Nacional Agrario, CNA). Among the many
assassinations was the renowned social leader Teodomiro Sotelo Anacaona.2
Days prior to the launch of the Caravan, multiple attacks occurred in its planned trajectory. Carlos
Navia, a member and founder of the social organization Asocomunal, which promoted the
Humanitarian Caravan from the Argelia municipality, was murdered on October 26.3 The day before
the Caravan left, a traditional doctor4 was murdered in the village of El Plateado, Argelia, a site the
Caravan visited along its route, and where clashes between two armed groups took place.5
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The stigmatization of human rights defenders, based on their advocacy work, increases the risk of
attacks and violations targeted against them. The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights defenders noted the effects of this stigmatization in his Colombia report6
and international human rights organizations have denounced these stigmatizing behaviors and
actions on several occasions.7
According to the OHCHR, in 2019, 65% of the assassinations registered against human rights
defenders in Colombia were ethnic leaders and 50% were in four departments including Cauca.8
This has been an increasing trend since 2016. According to records from the Institute of Studies for
Development and Peace9, so far in 2020, of the 250 human rights defenders murdered, 81 have
been in Cauca. As of September 2020, 9 massacres have been registered.10
It is crucial that the Colombian State provide adequate guarantees for the life and work of human
rights defenders and social leaders. These guarantees cannot simply amount to militarizing the
territory. The State needs to assume measures to investigate these cases and bring the intellectual
and material authors of the incidents, denounced by the Campesino, Afro-Colombian and
Indigenous organizations and populations in the region, to justice.
We ask the international community and the diplomatic corps present in Colombia to accompany
the communities on the ground and use their diplomatic channels to urge the Colombian
government to take urgent, comprehensive measures in coordination with the communities to
address the structural causes of the humanitarian crisis in the Cauca department. We also ask the
international community to urge Colombian government officials to refrain from making
defamatory statements that increase the risk of attacks against human rights defenders, social
leaders and members of communities and sectors in mobilization.
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